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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 76 October 2006 . 

2a)3 This action is FINAL. 2b)3 This action is non-final. 

3) 3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 3 Claim(s) P9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 3 Claim(s) TJ? is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 3 The drawing(s) filed on 77/75/04 is/are: a)3 accepted or b)3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

1 1) 3 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)3 All b)3 Some * c)3 None of: 

1.3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a new drawing to 
facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a new drawing 
under 37 CFR 1.81(c). No new matter may be introduced in the required new drawing. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 . 1 21 (d), substantially as applied on 9/1 5/05. 

The guide plate slots have not been depicted indicated with reference(s) 
numerals. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention, 
substantially as applied on 9/15/05. 

The specification fails to teach(es) one skilled in the art precisely how an 
object(s) transfers from the first segment to the second. 


Conclusion 
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4. Regarding the applicant's remarks at large, the examiner offers the following 
response. 

The examiner sees the central issue as follows, referring to the second & third 
paragraphs of page 8 of the specification. The guide plate 48 was not originally 
depicted in the Figure(s). The slots 50 & 52 are indicated only at the far bottom of 
Figure(s) 5 at their straight portions. No attention is drawn to the transversely angled 
portions of the slots as being the member(s) that passively shifts the object(s) as the 
conveyor travels. The applicant merely states in the last two sentences of the second 
paragraph that angle to one vertical plane and then back again. There is no linkage 
established to the object(s) transfer. The examiner refers to the amendment(s) to the 
specification of 4/10/06, page 5 and it’s accompanying drawing changes. This insertion, 
identifying sidewalls 50A & 50B of the slots is the exact part of the disclosure that was 
missing. These few changes on pages 5 & 6 would enable the disclosure were it not for 
that fact that the examiner considers it new matter. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph A. Dillon, Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-69136913. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30, every other 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on (571)272-691 16911. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 
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273-8300 for regular communications and (571) 273-8300 for After Final 
communications. . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571)272- 



